
Fringford Historic Village Trail
This is a short walk around the extremely picturesque village of Fringford. Packed with facts and starts and
ends at the pub.

Distance 2.1 kilometers / 1.3 miles
Duration 1 hour

Water feature Great views Refreshments History Dog friendly Child friendly
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Step 1: This walk was created in partnership with
Cherwell District Council. Enjoy over 30 walks
across North Oxfordshire and experience the
sights and sounds of nature as you go.

Step 2: Fringford is 4 miles north of Bicester off
the A4421 Buckingham Road. The nearest
station is Bicester North (with links to Oxford,
London, Banbury & Birmingham). Bus services to
Fringford are irregular so you may need a taxi.

Step 3: This walk starts from the Butchers Arms
car park. The post code is OX27 8EB.

Step 4: Notice Matilda’s coffee shop adjoining the
pub.

Step 5: The route is along roads except for a
quarter of a mile stretch which can be wet and
muddy, especially in winter. Take great care
when crossing or walking along the roads.

Step 6: Walk past the cricket ground that was
presented to the village by Henry Chinnery in
1901.

Step 7: Flora Thompson said that the rector in the
1890s put cricket ‘upon a proper footing, with an
11 of young men and practice nights for boys'.

Step 8: Bear right once you reach the large
horse-chestnut tree in the middle of the road.
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Step 9: Head along The Green.

Step 10: Look back and notice Laurels
Farmhouse.

Step 11: It’s important to note that many of the
buildings described in this walk are private
dwellings. Please respect the privacy of residents
by viewing from a polite distance. ὠ�

Step 12: The classic setting of a medieval village
grouped around theGreen survives. The old
farmhouses, Laurels Farm and GreenFarm on the
left and Hall Farm beyond the Village Hall, all
date from well before the Enclosure Award of
1762.

Step 13: Pass the Primary School

Step 14: This Church of England school was
opened in 1973 to replace the old National
School on the other side of the Green. In 2003,
the Playgroup also relocated into a new building
on the school site.

Step 15: Then the Village Hall on the right.

Step 16: Proceed down Main Street, past the play
area.
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Step 17: Pass Hall Farm on the right. It dates from
the early 17th century, but part of the north end
may date from the 14th century.

Step 18: The Addington family have owned the
farm for some 400 years, although they have not
lived here since 1746. Dr Anthony Addington was
doctor to William Pitt the Elder (the1st Earl of
Chatham) and to George III during his ‘madness’.

Step 19: In 1788, he was the only doctor
successfully to predict the king’s recovery from
what is now known as porphyria. His son, Henry,
became Speaker and Prime Minister (1801-4) and
the 1st Lord Sidmouth.

Step 20: Continue ahead and look out for the Old
Forge thatched cottage.

Step 21: It dates from the mid-18th century. It
used to be the forge and later also the sub-post
office where Flora Thompson worked as an
assistant postmistress from 1891 to 1897.

Step 22: Note the AA sign which is the original
from the 1920s.

Step 23: Next up take note of the Stone Gap
Cottage along with the other thatched cottages.

Step 24: This cottage, the old sweet and cigarette
shop, is part of a line of four cottages, along with
The Cottage, Fox Cottage (formerly Amberley)
and Bakery Cottage. These all date back to the
mid-18th century or earlier.
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Step 25: James Grantham, the carrier, lived in
Amberley, where you can see the old cart
entrance with wide plank doors.

Step 26: Continue along Main Street past Church
Close on the left.

Step 27: Note, Folly Cottages and other thatched
cottages on the right.

Step 28: There used to be a line of 6 cottages,
dating from the early 18th century. You can see
where some of the old doorways have been
blocked up.

Step 29: Pass St Michael’s Close on the right.

Step 30: And this old water pump on the left.

Step 31: Continue along Main Street.

Step 32: Round to the Lodge, opposite the
churchyard on the left.
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Step 33: It was built in the Gothic style by Henry
Chinnery in 1898 when he was rebuilding
Fringford Manor. Beyond the Lodge there used to
be two sets of gates – one set spanning the
present road and the other where the Manor
drive meets the road.

Step 34: Continue past the Lodge and Manor
Road.

Step 35: Noting the courtyard at the back of
Fringford Manor.

Step 36: Fringford Manor was converted from a
farmhouse in 1899-1900 by Henry Chinnery, who
leased the property from John Dewar-Harrison. In
1948, Dewar-Harrison converted the Manor into
six houses for some of his workers.

Step 37: There were more conversions in the
1980s. In No.6, Laura Powell ran the Post Office
(the smallest in England) from 1949-1986. Manor
Farm, opposite, was built in the 1980s on the site
of the Manor’s kitchen garden and orchard.

Step 38: The path and gateway to Manor Farm is
on the right…

Step 39: …and the old stable yard for the Manor at
the end of the road.

Step 40: Retrace your steps back down Main
Street…
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Step 41: …and enter the beautiful churchyard on
the right.

Step 42: If you wish, why not visit St Michael’s and
All Angels Church, you are more than welcome.

Step 43: The earliest part of the present stone
church dates from the early 12th century but it
stands on the site of an earlier wooden building.

Step 44: The church was largely rebuilt in the
19th century, thanks to the considerable personal
wealth of three ‘regal rectors’- Henry Roundell,
Henry de Salis and Cadwallader Coker.

Step 45: Coming out of the Church, turn right and
follow the grassed path around the side of the
building.

Step 46: Then bear left and head for the corner of
the churchyard. Pass through the gate (lift central
latch) and enter Church Lane.

Step 47: Walk past Church Farm House on your
left.

Step 48: This was probably a timber-framed
farmhouse of the 16th century which belonged to
Eton College until 1921. For many years, the
house was divided into three cottages and
included a dairy.
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Step 49: Continue up Church Lane and, just after
Church Cottages, turn right along the footpath
Ghost Alley.

Step 50: Ghost Alley - It is an apt name for what
was once a rather spooky path. This was the
route for the hand-bier (carrier for wheeling
coffins) for ‘walking funerals’ from the
undertaker, Billy Judd, on Rectory Lane.

Step 51: Follow the long boundary wall of the Old
Rectory.

Step 52: Continue along Ghost Alley turning left.

Step 53: Keep on going along the alleyway.

Step 54: As the alley opens up onto Rectory Lane,
note the Old Rectory on the right.

Step 55: In 1756 the rectory was a mere thatched
cottage, too small for the rector’s family. The
Rev’d Roundell (1814-52) enlarged it
considerably & refaced the whole house with
local stone. There used to be a school in the barn
next door.

Step 56: Ahead there is Fringford House (formerly
Rectory Cottage) which used to be on glebe land
owned by the rector.
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Step 57: Continue along Rectory Lane which was
a very old road, probably used by drovers in
Saxon times.

Step 58: They used to take their sheep to
Brackley, which was a thriving wool centre. The
old lane went round to the left of the Bancroft
property and continued across the field down to
‘Fera’s Ford’ and up to Willaston and the old
Shelswell Manor.

Step 59: Pass by the old village pump outside
Pump Cottage which supplied water to Rectory
Lane properties and the Old School until the
1960s.

Step 60: Pass Farriers Close on the left.

Step 61: Followed by the Old School House...

Step 62: ... and the Old School built as a National
(i.e. Church of England) School in 1866.

Step 63: This was built by the rector, Henry de
Salis, on land leased from John Dewar-Harrison.
In 2004, it was converted to a private dwelling.
The Old School House behind it was built in 1876
& the headmasters lived here until 1964.

Step 64: Pass the pond on the right, hidden by the
foliage.
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Step 65: Take the right fork at the end of Rectory
Lane & turn right. Bear round to the right & look
back for a view of the pond & Old Bake House.

Step 66: The Old Bake House dates from the 17th
century, it was still a bakery in the 1960s. The
pond used to be the village pond but the
Shelswell Estate sold it to a previous owner of the
house who erected the original fence around it.

Step 67: Turn back and from here head along the
right-hand side of The Green. Maybe have a rest
on the bench under the tree.

Step 68: Retrace your steps past Laurels
Farmhouse on the corner of The Green.

Step 69: Past the large Horse-Chestnut tree in the
middle of the road.

Step 70: All the way back to the Butchers Arms &
Matilda’s coffee shop where you began. Why not
stop in for refreshments? Hope you enjoyed this
walk.
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